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heard from state legislators, members of Con-
gress, city council members, as well as the 
staff of local and state governments. Many 
members of city councils, commissions, the 
Board of Supervisors and the State Legisla-
ture were first inspired to public service by the 
leadership class created by Larry Buckmaster. 

Leadership by example is Larry 
Buckmaster’s creed. Kainos is a non–profit 
dedicated to helping those with developmental 
disabilities, and Larry’s leadership is exempli-
fied by the $750,000 raised over the years 
through a golfing tournament held annually to 
benefit Kainos. Larry, an avid golfer with a 
hole in one to his credit, brought his love of 
people and his skill as a golfer together to cre-
ate this community benefit event. 

The Progress Seminar is an annual event at 
which community leaders spend a weekend 
together thinking and talking about the major 
issues impacting our region. Larry Buckmaster 
has grown this seminar into a sold-out event 
for many years, and ideas that sprout from the 
seminar often become solutions via city coun-
cil and other activities, both public and private. 

Mr. Speaker and members, Larry 
Buckmaster has his quirks. He loves reading 
his emails and rarely responds. His filing sys-
tem is a mess yet he can find everything. He 
is an avid reader who consumes one book per 
week, often military histories. Unfortunately, 
Larry roots for the Chicago Bears. We in the 
San Francisco Bay Area adore Larry so much 
that we will forgive his choice of football 
teams. It’s only explicable when you realize 
that Larry was raised in Illinois and thus never 
really understood our wonderful 49er’s until it 
was too late in life to surgically correct his un-
fortunate allegiance to a different team. 
Thankfully, Larry has shown great judgment in 
other matters, eschewing party politics, petty 
politics and self-aggrandizement. In fact, Larry 
Buckmaster always points to the accomplish-
ments of his staff rather than to his own, dem-
onstrating that he really is a great leader even 
if he is a poor judge of quality football teams. 

Larry Buckmaster is a natural athlete and 
has coached over 500 children in softball and 
soccer. He is proud when one of the former 
players says that Larry saw something great in 
them as a child and that this turned around 
the life of the child. Larry and Joan, his wife 
of 48 years, have three children and six 
grandchildren. It is said that his grandchildren 
turn him to mush, not too surprising given his 
love of children. 

Mr. Speaker and Members, I know that we 
often recognize Americans who have left their 
mark upon their communities and it is appro-
priate to do so. It is also appropriate to recog-
nize that some persons provide decades of 
exemplary service to this nation not merely 
because they are paid to do their job but be-
cause they are in love with their work and re-
ceive payment many times over by watching 
the fruits of their efforts flower for future gen-
erations. Larry Buckmaster loves his job and 
has now chosen to retire. I find it hard to be-
lieve that we are going to let him leave. Let us 
honor a wonderful American, a great father 
and husband, and a civic treasure. Larry 
Buckmaster will be remembered for the lives 
that he improved, the leaders he inspired and 
the smiles that he brought to our faces. Let’s 
wish him well on the golf course. He deserves 
a second hole in one. 

RECOGNIZING DR. ANDREW 
FISCHER 

HON. TODD ROKITA 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and salute a remarkable Hoosier, 
Dr. Andrew Fischer, whom turns 50 years old 
today. I wish to express my congratulations on 
this milestone. He is a true leader in his com-
munity and the Hoosier state. 

Dr. Fischer earned his medical doctorate 
from the Sackler School of Medicine at Tel 
Aviv University in 1989. After graduation, he 
interned at the Michael Reese Hospital and 
Med Center in Chicago, Illinois. Dr. Fischer 
completed his Residency in 1992 through the 
University of Illinois-Chicago at Michael Reese 
Hospital, and his Fellowship through Harvard 
Medical School at Bringham and Women’s 
Hospital in Boston. 

As a physician who specializes in critical 
care medicine, internal medicine, and 
pulmonology—Dr. Fischer is an asset to the 
Lafayette community and Franciscan St. Eliza-
beth Health Network. He is Board Certified in 
each discipline and licensed to practice in both 
Indiana and Illinois. As a Board Certified phy-
sician, Dr. Fischer is current on the latest 
techniques and skills for the procedures re-
quired in his discipline. Through his expertise, 
he has helped countless individuals recover 
from their various ailments. 

Dr. Fischer is a family man and a good 
friend and confidant. I am honored to have 
known him over the years and proud to call 
him a friend. The Lafayette community and I 
look forward to many more years of extraor-
dinary service and friendship. 

This is Dr. Andrew Fischer. A man truly 
committed to God, his family, his country and 
his community. I value his friendship, counsel, 
and most of all, his good example. Happy 50th 
Birthday Dr. Fischer. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE CAREER 
OF NCIS DIRECTOR MARK D. 
CLOOKIE 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to pay tribute to Special Agent Mark D. 
Clookie, Director of the Naval Criminal Inves-
tigative Service, NCIS, who has announced 
his retirement from NCIS effective March I, 
2013, after nearly 31 years of highly distin-
guished service. 

Mr. Clookie joined NCIS in 1982, and during 
his tenure he has served in a variety of orga-
nizational assignments and mission areas, 
both within the United States and overseas. 
As a Special Agent, Mr. Clookie served over-
seas in both the Kingdom of Bahrain and in 
Japan. Domestically he held leadership posi-
tions in Newport, RI, and at NCIS head-
quarters in Washington, DC. He also served in 
leadership positions in several overseas tours 
as NCIS Resident Agent in Charge in Bahrain, 
as NCIS Resident Agent in Charge in Oki-
nawa, Japan, and as Special Agent in Charge 

of the NCIS Middle East Field Office, located 
in Manama, Bahrain. 

In August 2001, Special Agent Clookie re-
ported to the Pentagon as the Chief, Joint 
Staff Support Branch, Joint Counterintelligence 
Center. Following the terror attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, he assumed duties as the 
Special Agent in Charge of the NCIS Middle 
East Field Office in Manama, Bahrain. From 
there he directed all counterintelligence, 
counterterrorism, and criminal investigative op-
erations throughout the Middle East, East Afri-
ca, and Southwest Asia. His primary focus 
was direct support to Navy and Marine Corps 
Forces Central Command and the Navy’s Fifth 
Fleet. 

After more than two years in the Middle 
East directing the NCIS Global War on Ter-
rorism mission, SA Clookie returned to NCIS 
Headquarters, where he served as the Execu-
tive Assistant to the Deputy Director for Man-
agement and Human Resources. In this role, 
he led NCIS modernization initiatives and sub-
sequently, was promoted to Assistant Director 
for Human Resources. 

As Assistant Director for Human Resources, 
Mr. Clookie oversaw the creation and imple-
mentation of a leadership development pro-
gram to identify and train future NCIS leaders. 

In October 2007, Mr. Clookie was promoted 
to the Senior Executive Service and assumed 
responsibilities as the Executive Assistant Di-
rector for Middle East and Pacific Operations 
where he built systems that have integrated 
the work of 44 offices across the Western 
U.S., Asia, Pacific, and Middle East. 

In April 2009, SA Clookie was reassigned 
as the Executive Assistant Director for Com-
bating Terrorism. In this capacity, he devel-
oped and managed programs to protect U.S. 
Navy and U.S. Marine Corps personnel, fami-
lies, and property from global terrorist threats. 
He also significantly expanded NCIS engage-
ment with foreign government counterparts. 

On February 14, 2010, Mr. Clookie was ap-
pointed Director of NCIS and became the 
agency’s fourth civilian director. From the 
onset, Mr. Clookie established capabilities and 
realigned resources to meet the evolving re-
quirements of the U.S. Navy and Marine 
Corps, while at the same time, reducing over-
head and creating efficiencies. During his ten-
ure, 100 percent of NCIS’ programs and field 
elements were evaluated annually for quality 
and effectiveness by the executives over-
seeing operations and by teams led by Head-
quarters-based senior NCIS leaders. He insti-
tutionalized a collaborative and disciplined 
method to identify efficiencies throughout the 
agency, facilitating the reprogramming of over 
$10 million across NCIS to meet emerging 
mission requirements. 

During his time as Director, Mr. Clookie re-
structured the Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service to align the headquarters with the mis-
sions of man, train, and equip the workforce 
while transitioning operational oversight to field 
level supervisors, empowering lower level 
managers and resulting in quicker responses 
to changing priorities and threats. 

Under Director Clookie’s leadership, NCIS 
has filled every validated Combatant Com-
mander request for forces for Iraq, Afghani-
stan, and the Horn of Africa on a volunteer 
basis. NCIS personnel have also deployed to 
Kuwait, Djibouti, Guantanamo Bay, and other 
sites in support of contingency operations. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Mr. Clookie for his 31 years of 
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outstanding public service and to wish him fair 
winds and following seas as he begins the 
next chapter of his life. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 3, 
2009, the day I took office, the national debt 
was $10,627,961,295,930.67. 

Today, it is $16,610,557,777,904.98. We’ve 
added $5,982,596,481,974.31 to our debt in 4 
years. This is a $5.8 trillion in debt our nation, 
our economy, and our children could have 
avoided with a Balanced Budget Amendment. 
We must stop this unconscionable accumula-
tion of debt. 

f 

NEIL A. ARMSTRONG FLIGHT RE-
SEARCH CENTER AND HUGH L. 
DRYDEN AERONAUTICAL TEST 
RANGE DESIGNATION ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JIM JORDAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 25, 2013 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 
my colleagues for their strong vote last night 
in support of H.R. 667, which would designate 
NASA’s Dryden Flight Research Center at 
Edwards Air Force Base as the Neil A. Arm-
strong Flight Research Center. I thank the 
gentleman from California, Mr. MCCARTHY, for 
allowing me to be an original cosponsor of this 
legislation. 

Forty-four years ago this July, Commander 
Neil Armstrong and his Apollo 11 crewmates 
achieved something once thought impossible: 
successfully landing on the moon and return-
ing safely to the earth. They succeeded de-
spite the many dangers they faced and the 
countless things that could have gone wrong 
during their pioneering mission. 

I am especially honored to represent Neil 
Armstrong’s birthplace: Wapakoneta, Ohio, 
which takes great pride in being home to the 
Neil Armstrong Air and Space Museum. The 
museum has on display various artifacts from 
the Apollo 11 mission and other articles from 
Armstrong’s long and storied career. 

As a test pilot, Armstrong spent seven years 
at the facility that will soon bear his name. 
Then called the High-Speed Flight Station, it 
was a key site for the foundational work done 
by NASA’s predecessor agency, the National 
Advisory Council on Aeronautics, NACA. Arm-
strong logged 2,400 hours of flight time there, 
piloting the X–15 rocket-powered plane and 
other cutting-edge prototypes. He was also 
part of the team that designed and tested 
early mockups of a lunar landing vehicle. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation also renames 
the Western Aeronautical Test Range at 
Edwards after Hugh L. Dryden, a good friend 
of Neil Armstrong who served as NACA direc-
tor from 1947 to 1958. Upon the creation of 
NASA in 1958, Dryden was named deputy di-
rector. While he did not live to see Arm-

strong’s moon landing, his many contributions 
in the field of aerodynamics helped make the 
Apollo missions possible. I am pleased that 
his career will continue to be celebrated 
through this legislation. 

Neil Armstrong’s many achievements in 
space exploration renewed America’s sense of 
hope for the future. His work at the Dryden 
Center set the foundation for every NASA mis-
sion that followed. He sought no honors during 
his lifetime and was rich in giving credit to oth-
ers, never failing to recognize the contributions 
of the engineers and technicians who helped 
make his moon landing possible. I was proud 
to join my colleagues last night in honoring 
this American hero and son of Ohio. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SEPI 
RICHARDSON 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Sepi Richardson who is retiring after 15 years 
of service on the Brisbane City Council, in-
cluding two terms as mayor. Sepi may be 
leaving the council, but her spirit and impact 
on our city and community will be felt for many 
years to come. 

As mayor, Sepi was very involved in all as-
pects of planning and policy-level decisions 
while always looking after the financial health 
and welfare of the city. She oversaw the re-
modeling of the community center, the com-
munity park and playground, Brisbane’s ma-
rina, the skate park, the teen center and the 
Mission Blue Performing Art Center. She also 
dedicated much of her time and energy to pre-
serving open space and to creating rec-
reational and public spaces that benefit every-
one in the community, such as the community 
garden, the swimming pool, school fields, 
Bayshore bike lane, the community meeting 
room in City Hall and the farmer’s market. 
Sepi has been a tireless advocate for seniors 
and children. Under her leadership, Brisbane 
built the Senior Sunrise Room and senior 
housing. 

Sepi is a familiar face to most Brisbane resi-
dents having served on about 20 county 
boards and commissions. She was a board 
member on the Airport Community Roundtable 
and the Association of Governments (C/CAG) 
and a chair or vice chair on four committees 
within those associations. In those capacities 
she was a leader on issues such as revenue 
and taxation, employee compensation, benefit 
administration, transportation, energy effi-
ciency, sustainability, emergency prepared-
ness and education. 

In addition to her county and region-wide 
accomplishments, Sepi has left her mark on 
the city of Brisbane. She served on the Fi-
nance/Labor Negotiations, Public Information/ 
Technology, Planning, Parks and Recreation, 
Open Space and Ecology committees, was a 
liaison to the Chamber of Commerce and 
worked on education and arts funding and rec-
ognition. 

To understand how one person can be in-
volved and effective in so many aspects of 
public service, you must know Sepi. Her en-
ergy, enthusiasm and dedication are endless. 
She loves her community and never hesitates 
to serve others. 

Sepi was born as the first of six siblings in 
Tehran, Iran. She came to the United States 
in 1972. From 1975 to 1979 she went to Ger-
many where she earned her BA in Business 
Management from the University of Maryland 
on its Germany campus. She received her 
Master’s Degree in Educational Counseling 
and Psychology from California State Univer-
sity San Bernardino. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to rise with me to honor an outstanding 
public servant and friend. Sepi Richardson will 
be missed and appreciated for all the lasting 
contributions she has made to the residents of 
Brisbane and beyond. 

f 

AZERBAIJAN 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 26, 2013 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I recently re-
turned from a visit to the nation of Azerbaijan, 
the tiny democracy in Central Asia located be-
tween Russia and Iran. They are our friends, 
and they live in one of the world’s most dan-
gerous neighborhoods. 

They celebrate a culture of diplomacy, 
which they credit with surviving as a nation 
since humans began walking the Earth. A 
population of mostly Muslims, Azeris have 
long welcomed other faiths. They have a large 
Christian community, and a proud Jewish 
community * * * as well as dozens of ethnic 
minorities. 

Even before the United States gave women 
the right to vote, Azerbaijan gave women the 
right to vote. Women serve in their legislature. 
As the father of daughters, I wanted to see a 
Muslim country that was not the stereotype of 
how Americans often see a Muslim nation. 

Azerbaijan really does offer a remarkably 
different look at how developing democracies 
in the republics of the former Soviet Union can 
welcome people of all faiths, and institute the 
organs of civil society. They are a model for 
other developing democracies. 

In the famous ‘‘Old City,’’ ancient walls sur-
round the old city of the 12th Century. This 
walk through history, mind you, is in the midst 
of a modern capitol city—a bustling city where 
infrastructure is constantly improving. 

Here’s something Azeris have in common 
with Texans: they are a rich oil producing na-
tion. As we do in Texas, Azeris have a long 
history with oil. Today, they supply the pipeline 
that moves Caspian oil to the west, via Tur-
key, without running the oil supply through 
Russia or Iran. That greatly increases the se-
curity of the pipeline. 

Azeris have an interesting way of investing 
their oil profits in future generations, using the 
money they make from oil to build roads, 
bridges, tunnels, city parks, and public build-
ings. They also use it for overseas scholar-
ships * * * and to build alternative energy 
sources in Azerbaijan. They know oil is a finite 
resource. 

But their present day energy supply feeds a 
large part of the energy needed in Europe and 
Turkey, our NATO allies. Azerbaijan supplies 
close to half of the energy needs of Israel. 

I encourage my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives to learn more about Azer-
baijan and their evolving economy. 
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